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J o h n s o n  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  

Welcome to the latest edition of our newsletter. I hope all of you had a great summer. The 

Historical Society has taken several steps recently. We have completed our Strategic Plan, made 

some revisions to our Bylaws, resumed in-person Board meetings at the Holcomb House and 

opened the Holcomb House to visitors by appointment. We had a successful run at Tuesday 

Night Live these past few weeks. 

Dean West, one of the original organizers of the Society, has decided to retire from the Board of 

Directors. Thanks Dean for all your contributions over the many years. 

We are always looking for folks to help with various committees. Please contact us if you are 

interested. 

          Dick Simays, President 
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Drug Store or Johnson Pharmacy  

A drug store or pharmacy is a very important 

part of Johnson's history. According to the 1961 

edition of the History of Johnson, Vermont as 

early as 1863, Darius Holmes and Susan Cowles 

ran a drug store, although, the location is 

unknown. Pictured here is a rubbing of a Cowles 

& Page Druggists, Johnson, Vt. bottle. We do 

not have any other information about this.    

 

In 1869 Murray Buck sold property to George H. 

Millan on the southerly side of Main Street. A 

building, which is now occupied by Tangles Salon, was 

built for said Millan in 1870, and it became known as 

the Millan Block. He ran a restaurant and grocery. 

George and his brother J. E., who also owned land 

and their home place in Johnson village, executed 

their mortgage deed to Seymour D. Graves of 

Morristown in 1872. All was lost to foreclosure in See picture of bottle on page 4  



1877. A. B. Smith, executor to the Graves estate, sold the land and premises to Parker C. Stearns and 

wife in 1884, with the right of way to pass with teams from Main Street southerly as far as the land 

extends, passing on the easterly side of the tavern/ hotel property. 

Stearns sold to E. P. Carpenter in 1886. Mr. Carpenter was a jeweler and a pharmacist. Mr. C. P. Jones, 

a native son and graduate of the Normal School learned his trade as pharmacist from Mr. Carpenter 

and worked alongside him. In the historical society archives we have a prescription register and a 

numbered C. P. Jones label referencing back to the register that he filled a prescription from the 

Johnson Pharmacy in 1883. Since Carpenter did not purchase the premises until 1886, it is likely that he 

rented the building first. E. P. Carpenter ran the first known Johnson Pharmacy. 

C. P Jones purchased the business in 1890. Both Mr. and Mrs. Jones were registered pharmacists. In 

1909 extensive remodeling was done. Mr. Jones enclosed the front porch veranda within the store 

proper and installed large plate glass windows on the street front. To increase needed display space, 

the upstairs stairway was removed to the outside. The building became 

known as the Jones Block or Jones' Pharmacy. 

In 1920, after thirty years, Jones sold to Percy B. MacDowell who 

graduated from the Rhode Island School of Pharmacy. He introduced 

advanced ideas making his store one of the leading drug dispensaries in 

the Lamoille Valley. The store carried a complete line of toiletries and 

hospital items. Also available were ice cream, soda, candy and cigars of 

the highest quality. 

The flood of 1927 raised havoc in Johnson Village. The pharmacy was 

flooded and a remodel was necessary. Circa 1930, an ornately carved 

wood framed lighted 

mirror, at least 10 

feet across, was retrieved from a bar in Rhode Island 

and installed behind the soda fountain.  

Percy B. MacDowell sold the building in 1947 to 

Leon and Mabel Simays. They lived in an apartment 

above the store. The business, once again, became 

known as The Johnson Pharmacy. 

When entering the building, a magazine rack was 

front and center with open display shelves behind it. 

On the left side of the store was a glass case holding 

cigars, and cigarettes were in a rack on the wall 

behind the case. Next was a large glass candy case, 

 



which held, on the top shelf, nearly every kind of 

candy bar, life saver and gum imaginable and most 

at a cost of 5 cents. In the bottom were boxes of 

chocolates. 

Customers were welcomed to place their order next 

to this candy case. There was a narrow aisle 

between these cases and dark wood cabinets with 

glass doors that lined the wall. (Note--Three of 

these cabinets, without the glass, are now on 

display at the Holcomb House). Below these 

cabinets was a narrow shelf and rows of numbered 

wooden drawers that went to the floor. On the 

other side of the store were more of the wooden 

cabinets. Swinging wooden doors on both sides of 

the fountain 

gave access to the back room and the 

pharmacists’ work area. 

Sundays were a big day at the pharmacy. The hours were 8AM 

to 12 noon and opened again at 4PM to 7PM. All the 

newspapers, New York Times, Boston Globe, Boston Herald, 

etc. would be left on the steps before the store opened in the 

morning. Many people reserved their favorite paper and would 

pick it up after 

church service. The clerks would have to stuff the 

papers with all the inserts and then write the 

customers names in the upper right hand corner. 

When the folks stopped for their paper, many would 

have a cup of coffee or get an ice cream. 

The soda fountain had a marble top. There were 

numerous chrome spigots that held different syrups. 

These syrups were used to make different sodas, 

flavor cokes and for milkshakes. There were 8 or 10 

hinged covered openings into the freezer for tubs of 

Sealtest ice cream. Beyond the ice cream section was 

a small refrigerated area where milk and coffee cream 

were kept and above 

 

Carol West 

Carol West working and the customers 

are l-r-Nelson Duba and Harry Parker 



this were 2 draught arms for carbonated 

water. Pushing the tap back gave a 

stream and pulling it forward was for a 

regular flow. There also was a regular 

water faucet in the middle of the two 

draughts. Next in line there was a coke 

dispenser and then a small sink for 

washing the glasses, coffee cups, etc. 

There were 5 stools where adults and/ 

or kids could sit and have a coffee, coke, 

ice cream cone, sundae, milkshake, ice 

cream soda or lunch. There were six 

different kinds of sandwiches offered. 

These included egg salad, ham salad, 

ham and pickle, ham, ham and cheese or 

just plain cheese. Also available were 

various kinds of soup and chicken or beef stew. Cokes were 5 cents for a small glass or 10 cents for a 

large glass. The ice cream cones were 5 cents for 1 scoop and 10 cents for 2 scoops. Coffee was 10 

cents a cup and doughnuts were 15 cents. Sandwich 

prices ranged from 15 to 35 cents. Soup was 25 cents 

and stew was 35 cents. Milkshakes and ice cream sodas 

were 25 cents. Sundaes which were made with your 

choice of ice cream and either with hot fudge, 

butterscotch, pineapple or marshmallow were 25 cents 

unless they included nuts which raised the price to 30 

cents. There was an occasional banana split ordered 

which consisted of three scoops of ice cream and 

toppings, at a possible 

cost of 75 cents. 

The pharmacy was 

definitely a gathering 

spot for local 

businessmen for morning 

and afternoon coffee 

break and many times for 

lunch. School kids would 

drop by on their walk 

home for a coke or ice 

 

Linda Sinclair working, customers unknown. Picture courtesy of NVU archives 

Fran Sladyk and Mike Jones at the fountain 



cream cone.  

There was a phone booth in the building, near the fountain, at one point. When the booth was removed 

an ice cream parlor table and chairs was added. There 

was another ice cream parlor table and chairs near the 

front window. The first one was removed and a nut case 

was added which held Spanish, Virginia, Cashews, Mixed 

Nuts and Fancy Mixed Nuts. The other table and chairs 

were removed to make room for another display case. 

Dry cleaning always hung in polyethylene bags by one of 

the swinging doors. People who worked all day were not 

able to meet the truck so Mabel allowed them to leave 

their dry cleaning at the store. 

The pharmacy was also the local bus stop. There was a 

bus that came down from Newport two times daily and 

 

Customers left to right, Harry Parker and Everett Parker 

One of the three Johnson Pharmacy cases at the Holcomb House  

Various sizes amber bottles from The Johnson Pharmacy 

Pill Counter from The Johnson Pharmacy Mortar and Pestle from The Johnson Pharmacy Prescription Book from The Johnson Pharmacy 
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Dick Simays, President  

Tom Carney, Vice President  

Kelly Vandorn, Treasurer  

Lois Frey, Secretary  

Alice Whiting, Membership Chair  
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Linda Jones 
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Visit Our Website 
https://johnsonhistoricalsociety.org/ 

Board Meetings 
We meet on the second Wednesday of every 

month at 9 AM.  

Visit the Holcomb House 
The Holcomb House is open by appointment 

only, 24 hour notice recommended.  

Call one of the board members.  

MASKS REQUIRED. 
 

Like Our Facebook Page 
https://www.facebook.com/barblin64 

Our Mission: The mission of the Johnson Historical Society is to preserve our history by 

weaving stories of the past with the present, using our collections of artifacts and 

displays, creating a legacy for future generations. 

met the bus that came up from Burlington. The driver of the 

Newport bus was Leonard Derreck and he would arrive up to an hour 

early and could be seen walking the sidewalks and visiting with local 

residents. Leonard made several friends here in town. In the 

summertime there was an extra bus which headed to Old Orchard 

Beach. Although we do not know the exact dates that the buses 

operated, it is known that the bus from Newport stopped running 

before the complete service stopped. 

Many, many young people worked for the Simays, after school and 

during vacations and the summer. It was definitely a tradition for Mabel and Leon to employ high school 

kids. They were taught how to really work and still have fun. It became a real family affair. There were 

some older employees as well. Without any doubt, nearly anyone who worked for them learned good 

work ethics. So many memories could be shared of all the good times. 

After Leon Simays passed away in 1975, Mabel hired two pharmacists who alternated working days. In 

1980 the business was sold to the Spaulding Brothers of Swanton. Inflation hit and it was no longer 10 

cent ice cream cones, prices were raised to 35 cents. The most expensive sandwich became 75 cents and a 

bowl of stew was raised to 90 cents. 

When the Johnson Pharmacy was sold again in 1986, it was the last pharmacy to occupy the building. It 

moved to larger quarters in the Grand Union shopping plaza. 

THE END OF AN ERA ! 

Suppository Mold from The Johnson Pharmacy 


